
MAGISTRATES COURTS JURISDICTION ORDINANCE, No. 9 OF 1924 




GOVERNMENT OF PALESTINE. 


MAGISTRATES’ COl’RTS JURISDICTION ORDINANCE 

No. 0 of 10124. 


AN ORDINANCE REGULATING THE JURISDICTION 

OF MAGISTRATES’ COURTS. 


WHEREAS the jurisdiction of the Magistrates’ Courts which 
is prescribed in the Ottoman Magistrates' Law ol* 1013 lias heeti 
amended from lime to time hy Rules of Court and it is desirable 
further to define such jurisdiction and to make other amendments 

in the Magistrates’ Law, 


HE IT THEREFORE ENACTED by the High Commissionei 
of Palestine, with the advice of the Advisory Council thereof, 


1. Magistrate's’ Courts shall exercise jurisdiction ii. the 


cases following: 


(a) Offences for which the maximum penally does not 
exceed imprisonment for out* year or a line of £E. IDO, 
and offences under the Articles of the Ottoman Penal 
Code specified in the first part of the Schedule to this 
Ordinance, provided that a Magistrate nia) not for any 
such offence pass a sentence exceeding one year's im¬ 
prisonment or a line of £E. lOOor both these penalties 
in cases in which the Law so permits. The Magistrate 
shall not try offences under the Press Law, nor under 
the Articles of the Ottoman Penal Code specified in 
tin* second part of the Schedule hereto. 



Actions for the recovery of possession 
property of any value., 


of immovable 


(c) Actions for the partition of immovable property and 
for Muhava. 

w 

(d) Other civil actions in which the value of the subject 
matter, or the amounUof the damage claimed does not 
exceed £E. 100. 



Counterclaims to the same value or amount as in ori¬ 
ginal actions, provided that where the counterclaim 
arises from the same subject matter or circumstances 
as the original action the Magistrate may try such 
counterclaim whatever may be the amount claimed 
in it. 


Jurisdiction. 



n 


Venue. 


A|>|h*iiI. 


Appeal lioni 
District 
Court elc. 


Applications 

for leave. 





No criminnl or civil action or comilerdnim which involves 
h decision us lo Iho ownership of iinmovuhle properly muy he 
heard hv n Mniristmle. 


ti. I Im* President of n Dislrid Court inny change the plnce 
of Iriiil in n Civil or Criminnl iiclion from (lie Court of one Ma¬ 
gistrate lo Ihe Conrl ofSmother in the snine district when il mny 
nppenr lo him expedient so In do, mid mny order n Magistrate's 
Conrl to sil n! nny plnce within Ihe district either yenerully or 
for Ihe purpose of n pnrlicnlur uction. 


ii. In criminnl ruses Ihe licensed person sliull linve (lie 
riylil lo nppenl from Ihe dts'ision of n Magistrate's Court to Ihe 
Dislrid Conrl if Ihe pennlly inllirled is n line exceeding £K. IO 
or imprisonment exceeding IT> dnys. 


The Public Prosecutor si in 11 linve Ihe riylil lo nppenl from 
any judymenl of n Mnyislrnlc's Court in n criminnl ense. 


In udions fulling under sub-section (h) or(c)of Article I nn 
nppenl si ml I lie ns of riylil lo Ihe Lund Court whntever mny he 
Ihe vnlue of Ihe subject mnller. 


In other civil udions nny parly sliull linve n riyht ol nppenl 
lo Ihe District Court when* the uniount or vnlue of Ihe subject 
mnller dnimed hy him or for which judgment is yiven npiinsl. 
him is not less tlinu £K. -<f 


l.eiive lo nppenl mny he ^milled hy the President of the 
Dislrid Court in nny ruse in which nn nppenl does not lie ns of 

a a 


ria 



\ 


\ 


I he decision of Ihe Dislrid. or Lind Court in nny nppenl 
from n Magistrate's Court si in 11 he liunl; lull Ihe President of Iho 
Conrl muy, if lie considers il proper so lo do, put it leave lo 
nppenl lo Ihe Supreme Conrl on u point of Inw. 


m 

* r 


A. Application for leave lo nppenl ayuinst n judgment under 
Articles M or A hereof shall he made in writing within 10 days of 
Ihe delivery of the judgment if in presence or of uolilinition to 
the npplicunl if delivereyl in his absence and shall coiiUtin a state¬ 
ment of the grounds upon which leave to appeal is requested, 
and shall Ik» accompanied hy deposit in Conrl of (he sum of£K. 1 
which shall he forfeited if leave In appeal is refused. 


(i) If leave to appeal is granted, Ihe deposit shall he applied 
in payment of the fees of appeal, and any balance not required 
lur tins purpose shall be repaid to Ihe npplirnnt. 
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(ii) if leave to appeal be granted the ordinary procedure 
on appeal shall lie followed, but no further ground of appeal 
shall be submitted. Within 10 days from the date upon which noti¬ 
fication of leave to appeal is made In him tin* applicant shall 
comply with the provisions of the law relating to appeals as to 
payment of lees, furnishing security, and otherwise, if the judg¬ 
ment was one of imprisonment, the President may order the 
release of the appellant on bail. 


b. Notwithstanding anything in the Ottoman Penal Code, 
every sentence of impi isonment by a Magistrate's Court, unless 
the Court otherwise orders, shall commence to run from the 
date at which the condemned person is first confined in virtue 
of the judgment. 


Any period during which the condemned person is released 
on bail pending an appeal shall he deducted. 


7. Where a charge is preferred against a Government 
official in respect of any act relative to his functions the Magi¬ 
strate before whom complaint is made shall, before 1 taking any 
proceedings with reference thereto other than issuing a warrant 
of arrest and search in urgent cases, refer tin* complaint to the 
Attorney General and shall not proceed further in the matter 
except upon his instructions. 


8. Notwithstanding anything in Art. 58 of the Ottoman 
Magistrates' Law or in any other provision of the said law the 
Police may in any case in which they are satisfied that no public 
interest will be served by prosecuting a complaint refuse to pro¬ 
secute but the complainant may upon such refusal lay the com¬ 
plaint before the Magistrate who shall hear and give judgment 
upon it accordingly. 


9. The Chief Justice inay from lime to time make Pules ol 
Court regulating the practice and procedure to he adopted in the 
Magistrate's Court and in any appeals from the decision ot 

such Courts. 


10. The provisions ofytlie Ottoman Magistrates’ Law and 
of any amendments thereto concerning the jurisdiction of Magis¬ 
trates’ Courts so far as they are inconsistent with the provisions 
of this Ordinance, are hereby repealed. 


Tl. This Ordinance shall come into force on and from the 
day to he appointed in that behalf by the High Commissioner and 
notified by Order published in the Gazette. 


Commencement 
of sentence. 


Proceedings 
against officials. 


Complaints 
by private 
persons. 


R ules. 


Partial repeal 
of Ottoman 
Magistrates’ 
La w. 


Commencement. 
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Citation. 


12. This Ordinance may be cited as the Magistrates’Courts 
Jurisdiction Ordinance 1924. 


HERBERT SAMUEL 

Hi ah Comm issionrr. 


SCHEDULE 


Part I. 


OHences under the Ottoman Penal Code: Articles 126, 130, 133, 179 first part 
224, 238, 239, 240, 200. 


Part II. 


- Offences under the Ottoman Penal Code: Articles 148 to 102, 200 201 206 
208 to 212. ’ 






* 


. 




